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counts at 45,000, and in others at 55,000, a large portion
being cavalry under Kilpatrick. The largest estimate is
probable, the army being composed of four corps, and
largely reinforced.

*' Sherman took with him rations for many days, but ex-
pected to find ample provisions on the route; Corn and
sweet potatoes he will find in abundance and probably
hogs.

"Such is our information from several sources ; but at
the same time it should be recollected that a general, at
the head of a movable army in the field, must act accord-
ing to circumstances, and he may have turned from the
course we suppose him to have taken by contingent events,
of which we have now no knowledge: We understand Him
to be on his march through Georgia, to make the South
Atlantic Squadron, at Beaufort, his new base of supplies,
if he needs one, but if the country, as we suppose,, is
sufficient to maintain his army, there is no absolute need
of any new base.

" Here it will be inquired, What opposition will he en~,
counter, and what is his object ? There will be no army
in front of him and the Georgia malitia will be utterly
inefficient in obstructing his progress. Hood is powerless;
Lee has no men to spare, and if he'had, it would take a
large army to encounter Sherman. The field is, therefore,
open before him, and the main question is, what can he
accomplish ? In our opinion, he can accomplish the most
important results reached in the war. When a column
reaches Macon, it can destroy, effectually, the only remain-
ing railroad communication between the eastern and
western parts of the Confederacy. When a column shall
reach Augusta, it destroys the largest manufactories and
depot of military munitions in the South. The greatestfighting.ith opposition he does
